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o l d e n through financial literacy
BY M EL IS SA TH O RNTO N

As a CPA, you are well-positioned to help your fellow Californians improve their
ﬁnancial knowledge that will lead them to make better decisions with their money.
“How so?” you may ask.
You can volunteer for CalCPA’s ﬁnancial literacy programs. By doing so, you can share
your ﬁnancial knowledge and advice with students and teachers in the classroom, with
consumers at community gatherings, and with the public over the internet. The money tips
CPA volunteers like you provide can show Californians how to use credit cards properly,
how to prudently manage expenditures and how to save for retirement.
Here are just a few ways you can make a difference.
Go Back to School
If you want people to know how to handle money wisely throughout their lives, you must get
them while they’re young. That’s why CalCPA’s classroom outreach efforts are so critical.
Our key outreach to students is through the High School Financial Planning Program
created by the National Endowment for Financial Education (NEFE). CalCPA members
visit high school classrooms to teach one or more of seven core ﬁnancial competencies
teenagers should master. Topics range from creating a ﬁnancial plan to examining how
lifestyle choices affect one’s earning potential. CalCPA supplies NEFE materials to member
volunteers who lead the classes. Materials are easy to follow and contain exercises and
activities designed for interaction between the volunteer and students.
Admittedly, standing in front of students can be intimidating if you’ve never done
it before. But CalCPA staff is available to help teach you techniques for successfully
presenting the materials. Plus, classroom teachers want guest presenters to do well, so they’ll
give you tips on how to relate to their students.
CalCPA members also participate in Junior Achievement programs statewide to guide
students through entrepreneurial workshops and teach them economic concepts. And
CalCPA members work with Operation Hope, an organization that targets underserved
communities and provides ﬁnancial literacy programs in the classroom and through
extracurricular programs.
Teach the Teachers
Teachers, too, need ﬁnancial guidance to stretch their pay. So CalCPA has joined with the
California Jump$tart Coalition and the California Council on Economic Education to
develop Financial Smarts for Teachers (FSFT). The program covers seven topics, including
managing credit and how to purchase a house. Depending on school districts and educator
requests, CalCPA volunteers may present the program in a day-long format or in topicspeciﬁc sessions lasting an hour each. Other experts, including representatives of the
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California State Teachers’ Retirement System, sometimes join CPA
presenters at these sessions. Teachers get unbiased information that can
increase their lifelong wealth at these programs. They also learn about
ﬁnancial tools and concepts they can discuss with their students.
To spread the word about FSFT, CalCPA recently launched
the FSFT Facebook page (see sidebar). The page provides teachers
with money-saving tips for their classrooms, explains how to manage
unplanned out-of-pocket expenses and points them to free resources.
Anyone interested in helping teachers increase their ﬁnancial knowledge
may join the Facebook conversation.
Educating both teachers and students about money matters is
the focus of CalCPA-sponsored ﬁnancial literacy conferences. After
the success of the 2011 California Financial Literacy Conference for

available to the public, on the CalCPA website (see sidebar) or through
various podcast services, including iTunes. Some interviewed members
feature the podcasts on their own websites. It’s a great way for them to
showcase their expertise.
Create Your Own Opportunity
While CalCPA staff connects most members with ﬁnancial literacy
opportunities, you are encouraged to contact a school or community
organization yourself. Direct connections between members and their
children’s schools, or an organization such as a church or service club,
frequently result in ﬁnancial literacy programs. Schools and service
organizations often are more comfortable working with someone they
already have a relationship with. So feel free to approach a principal,
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That’s why CalCPA’s classroom outreach efforts are so critical.
Educators in Los Angeles, CalCPA has begun planning for a similar
April 14, 2012, event at the South San Francisco Convention Center.
The conference will include presentations from ﬁnancial literacy
programs designed for grades 6-12, FSFT units and success stories from
teachers on how to talk with students about money. The conference
offers opportunities for CalCPA members to connect with teachers and
learn how to assist them with ﬁnancial education. Keep an eye out for
more details as we get closer to the event.
Meet the Public
Outside the classroom, CalCPA works with state legislators and
nonproﬁt groups such as libraries, churches and senior citizen centers
to conduct Dollars & Sense workshops. CPA presenters discuss one
or more ﬁnancial issues the group has selected from a list of topics
on CalCPA’s website. Sometimes members present by themselves;
at other times, they may be part of a panel. Usually these sessions,
which run between one and two hours, feature a lively question-andanswer exchange. All participants receive a CalCPA-supplied packet of
ﬁnancial information that supports the presenter’s remarks.
Broadcast Your Knowledge
You don’t need to be in a classroom or at a community function to
spread ﬁnancial literacy. Some members broadcast money management
tips through CalCPA’s Financial Empowerment podcasts, which started
in 2006. Each podcast consists of a member interview and contains
additional information about how consumers can better manage their
ﬁnances. Past topics include how to prevent identity theft, detecting
fraud, home business deductions and teaching children how to save.
Periodically, podcast volunteers receive a list of possible topics for
future interviews. If selected for a podcast, members comment about
the topic during a recorded phone interview. The ﬁnal podcast features
an edited version of the interview plus information that expands on the
main topic or covers ﬁnancial issues in the news.
To be considered for future podcasts, contact Bill Spaniel at
bill.spaniel@calcpa.org. You can listen to previous podcasts, which are
www.calcpa.org

a teacher, church or community group leader to talk to them about
CalCPA’s ﬁnancial literacy outreach and how they can have a program
tailored to their needs.
You can make a real difference in the lives of your fellow
Californians by participating in any of the above programs. People
facing dim job prospects, debt problems or retirement insecurity
appreciate advice from trusted ﬁnancial experts such as yourself.
Melissa Thornton is CalCPA’s community outreach and PR coordinator.
You can reach her at melissa.thornton@calcpa.org.
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To volunteer for any of the programs described in the
accompanying article, please contact Bill Spaniel at
bill.spaniel@calcpa.org or Melissa Thornton at
melissa.thornton@calcpa.org.
And check out these financial literacy resources:
Dollars & Sense: www.calcpa.org/D&S

Financial Empowerment Podcasts: www.calcpa.org/FEP
Financial Smarts for Teachers: www.calcpa.org/FSFT
and www.calcpa.org/FSFB
California Financial Literacy Conference for Educators:
www.calcpa.org/2012FLC
Jump$tart K-12 Standards: www.calcpa.org/Jstart
High School Financial Planning Program:
www.calcpa.org/NEFE
CalCPA Financial Literacy: www.calcpa.org/FL
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